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PROF. FELICIA E. ETIM

Introduction
oday is World Book Day, 2010. It is heartwarming for me to be
’ here with you today to share ideas on books; young readers; future
leaders. | am pleased to discuss this today because | have been
strictly involved in readership promotion for children and youths in the last
twenty years in various capacities at different times as University Librarian
and as library educator. 1t is then obvious why | was excited at the
invitation to participate and contribute to this year's World Book Day
celebration.

Reading is one of the greatest skills any child can acquire. It is also
one of the most rewarding ventures of any society. This is so because
reading illuminates the mind with fresh ideas. Books, when read, attract
and connect people with like-thoughts while often stimulating those with
opposing views to positive reactions or contemplation. However, much
iterature has been generated about the precipitous decline in the reading
Culture among youths in Nigeria. Few youths today do not read anything;
some read only newspapers while most others read only when they have
examinations to take. When the pursuit of certification replaces education
n any country, interest in books, which is essential to any serious
education project, declines. These anomalies lead to decline in
attendance in libraries even at the university level. This paper will discuss
reading as a concept; why reading is necessary; the changing trends in
the reading habits of our youths; benefits of reading; and how reading
makes a leader.

The Concept of Reading

Conceptually, reading remains a basic constant and modulating
factor. Significantly, it is not an -innate skill. It has to be learnt and
Jeveloped; it also has to be stimulated very early in life. Research reports
n the last 20 years has shown that children must develop an
understanding of the concepts that underlie the act of reading and writing
vefore they learn to read and write (Ross, 1971). This is known as
reading readiness. They must understand that reading is used essentially
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